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Part 3:

The Latest in Underwater
Archaeological Survey
Technology

—The future of underwater
archaeology

55
Celadon Bowl

From Kurakizaki Underwater site,
Kagoshima

Heian period to Kamakura period,
12th century

Uken Village Board of Education,
Kagoshima

56
Celadon Plate

From Kurakizaki Underwater site,
Kagoshima

Heian period to Kamakura period,
12th century

Uken Village Board of Education,
Kagoshima

57
White Porcelain Bowl

From Kurakizaki Underwater site,
Kagoshima

Heian period to Kamakura period,
12th century

Uken Village Board of Education,
Kagoshima

58
White Porcelain Plate

From Kurakizaki Underwater site,
Kagoshima

Heian period to Kamakura period,
12th century

Uken Village Board of Education,
Kagoshima

59
White Porcelain Jar

From Kurakizaki Underwater site,
Kagoshima

Heian period to Kamakura period,
12th century

Uken Village Board of Education,
Kagoshima

60
Pale Celadon Bowl

From Kurakizaki Underwater site,
Kagoshima

Heian period to Kamakura period,
12th century

Uken Village Board of Education,
Kagoshima

61
Pale Celadon Bottle Lid

From Kurakizaki Underwater site,
Kagoshima

Heian period to Kamakura period,
12th century

Uken Village Board of Education,
Kagoshima

62
Storage Jar with Brown Glaze

From Kurakizaki Underwater site,
Kagoshima

Heian period to Kamakura period,
12th century

Uken Village Board of Education,
Kagoshima

63
Ingot (Lead)

From Yamami Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Muromachi period, 16th century
Ojika Town Board of Education,
Nagasaki

64
Storage Jar with Brown Glaze

From Yamami Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Muromachi period, 16th century
QOjika Town Board of Education,
Nagasaki

65
Ayutthaya (Thai) Earthenware
Jar

From Yamami Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Muromachi period, 16th century
Ojika Town Board of Education,
Nagasaki

66

Ayutthaya (Thai) Earthenware
Jar Lid

From Yamami Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Muromachi period, 16th century
Ojika Town Board of Education,
Nagasaki

67
Vase with Underglaze Cobalt
Design

From Yamami Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Muromachi period, 16th century
Ojika Town Board of Education,
Nagasaki

68
Celadon Bowl

From Maegata Bay Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Heian period to Kamakura period,
12th century

Ojika Town Board of Education,
Nagasaki

69
Celadon Plate

From Maegata Bay Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Heian period to Kamakura period,
12th century

Ojika Town Board of Education,
Nagasaki

70
Storage Jar with Brown Glaze

From Maegata Bay Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Ojika Town Board of Education,
Nagasaki

71
White Porcelain Bowl

From Maegata Bay Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Heian period to Kamakura period,
12th century

Ojika Town Board of Education,
Nagasaki

72
Bowl of Tenmoku Type

From Maegata Bay Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Ojika Town Board of Education,
Nagasaki

73
Vase with Salt Glaze

Origin unknown

Meiji period, 20th century

Tarama Village Board of Education,
Okinawa

74
Bowl with Underglaze Cobalt
Design

Collected from Takada Beach,
Okinawa

Edo period, 19th century

Tarama Village Board of Education,
Okinawa

75
Jar Lid

Collected from Takada Beach,
Okinawa

Edo period, 19th century

Tarama Village Board of Education,
Okinawa

76
Storage Jar with Brown Glaze

Collected from Takada Beach,
Okinawa

Edo period, 19th century

Tarama Village Board of Education,
Okinawa

77

Inkstone

Collected from Takada Beach,
Okinawa

Edo period, 19th century

Tarama Village Board of Education,
Okinawa

78

Wood Specimen, Naturally Dried

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki
Kamakura period, 13th century

Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

79

Wood Specimen Treated with
Trehalose (20%)

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

80

Wood Specimen Treated with
Trehalose (60%)

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

81
Wood Specimen Treated with
Polyethylene Glycol

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

82
Iron Lance

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

83

Flat roof tiles

Reportedly from Ainoshima Shore,
Fukuoka

Heian period, 9th century
Archeological Studies Laboratory
Fukuoka University

84
Round roof tiles

Reportedly from Ainoshima Shore,
Fukuoka

Heian period, 9th century
Archeological Studies Laboratory
Fukuoka University
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24

Anchor of a Mongol invasion
warship

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

25

Tetsuhau (spherical clay
ordnance) with contents
From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century

Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

26

Remotely Operated Vehicle
“Kei-chan”

Modern

Tokai University School of Marine
Science and Technology, Shizuoka

Part 1:
Sites exist underwater

—The Dawn of Underwater
Archaeology

27
Celadon Bowl

From Okinoshima North side
Underwater site, Wakayama
Muromachi period, 15th century
Awashima Shrine, Wakayama

28

Bowl with Underglaze Cobalt
Design

From Okinoshima North side
Underwater site, Wakayama

Edo period, 18th century
Awashima Shrine, Wakayama

29
Flint Arrowhead
From Sone site, Nagano

Jomon period, 13000-10000 years
ago

The University Museum, The University
of Tokyo

30

Label (reproduction)
(Original)Meiji period, 20th century
The University Museum, The University
of Tokyo

31

Deep Bowl

From Tsuzura Ozaki Lake-Bottom site,
Shiga

Jomon period, 5000-4000 years ago
Tsuzura Ozaki Lake-Bottom Site
Museum, Shiga

32

Handwritten Notebook of Oe
Yoshio

Showa period, 20th century

Tsuzura Ozaki Lake-Bottom Site
Museum, Shiga

Part 2:
The Beginnings of
Underwater Excavation

—Development of underwater
archaeology as a scientific field

33
Sharkskin (Shagreen) Stand

From Shipwreck site of a 19th century
English-vessel, Hiroshima

Edo period, 19th century

Fukuyama City Tomonoura Museum of
History and Folklore, Hiroshima

34
Screw

From Shipwreck site of a 19th century
English-vessel, Hiroshima

Edo period, 19th century

Fukuyama City Tomonoura Museum of
History and Folklore, Hiroshima

35
Wood Block with Screws

From Shipwreck site of a 19th century
English-vessel, Hiroshima

Edo period, 19th century

Fukuyama City Tomonoura Museum of
History and Folklore, Hiroshima

36
Wood Pulley

From Shipwreck site of a 19th century
English-vessel, Hiroshima

Edo period, 19th century

Fukuyama City Tomonoura Museum of
History and Folklore, Hiroshima

37
Ship Deck Skylight Glass

From Shipwreck site of a 19th century
English-vessel, Hiroshima

Edo period, 19th century

The Exhibition House of the Iroha
Maru, Hiroshima

38
Coal

From Shipwreck site of a 19th century
English-vessel, Hiroshima

Edo period, 19th century

The Exhibition House of the Iroha
Maru, Hiroshima

39
Rifled Explosive Shot

From the Kaiyo Maru site, Hokkaido
Edo period, 19th century

Esashi Town Board of Education,
Hokkaido

40

Smoothbore Explosive Shot
From the Kaiyo Maru site, Hokkaido
Edo period, 19th century

Esashi Town Board of Education,
Hokkaido

41

Handgun

From the Kaiyo Maru site, Hokkaido
Edo period, 19th century

Esashi Town Board of Education,
Hokkaido

42

Navigational Quadrant

From the Kaiyo Maru site, Hokkaido
Edo period, 19th century

Esashi Town Board of Education,
Hokkaido

43

Paperweight

From Kii Oshima Kashinozaki Shore,
Wakayama

Meiji period, 19th century
Kushimoto Town, Wakayama

44

Cup, Yokohama ware

From Kii Oshima Kashinozaki Shore,
Wakayama

Meiji period, 19th century
Kushimoto Town, Wakayama

45

Saucer, Yokohama ware

From Kii Oshima Kashinozaki Shore,
Wakayama

Meiji period, 19th century
Kushimoto Town, Wakayama

46

Naval Officer's Uniform Button
From Kii Oshima Kashinozaki Shore,
Wakayama

Meiji period, 19th century
Kushimoto Town, Wakayama

47

Bullet

From Kii Oshima Kashinozaki Shore,
Wakayama

Meiji period, 19th century
Kushimoto Town, Wakayama

48
Copper Hull Sheathing

From Kii Oshima Kashinozaki Shore,
Wakayama

Meiji period, 19th century
Kushimoto Town, Wakayama

49
Firebrick

From Kii Oshima Kashinozaki Shore,
Wakayama

Meiji period, 19th century
Kushimoto Town, Wakayama

50

Nails

From Kii Oshima Kashinozaki Shore,
Wakayama

Meiji period, 19th century
Kushimoto Town, Wakayama

51

Screw

From Kii Oshima Kashinozaki Shore,
Wakayama

Meiji period, 19th century
Kushimoto Town, Wakayama

52

Single Stone Five-Storied
Pagoda

From Nishihama Sengen site, Shiga

Muromachi period, 15th century
The University of Shiga Prefecture

53

A part of Manuscript raised
from the sea

From the Kaiyo Maru site, Hokkaido
Edo period, 19th century

Esashi Town Board of Education,
Hokkaido

54
Carbonized Rice

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki



Notes

« This Catalogue accompanies the feature exhibition “History Revealed from the
Deep: The Frontiers of Underwater Archaeology,” held in the Main Exhibition Hall
of Kyushu National Museum from July 15 to September 10, 2017.

*Though the catalogue numbers are identical with the exhibit numbers in the
galleries, the order of display may be different from the serial order in the
catalogue. In addition, photographs of all works are not published in this

catalogue.

« Essays and catalogue entries have been written by SASAKI Randy (curator, Kyushu

National Museum).

* Photographs were taken by SASAKI Randy and OCHIAI Haruhiko (Kyushu National
Museum). This catalogue also uses photographic documents provided by the
owners and the parties concerned. All the providers of photographs are listed at

the end of this catalogue.

« English translation is by Maiko Behr with editorial supervision by DAINOBU Yuji
(Kyushu National Museum) and SASAKI Randy.

* This catalogue was edited by SASAKI Randy and IMAI Ryoko and OGAWA
Kanae (Kyushu National Museum) and MITSUYOSHI Mieko and KATSUNO
Tomoko(Kyushu National Museum).

« This Exhibition is supported by Museum of Maritime Science, "The Uminomanabi

Museum Support."

List of Works

Notes

Catalogue entry number
Designation

Title

Archeological site or place of origin
Artist or writer

Period (date)

Name and location of the owner

Prologue:
Resurrecting the Mongol
Invasions

1

Copy of a picture scroll of the
Mongol invasions: 1274 and
1281

By Kano Seisen'in Osanobu

Edo period, 19th century

(Original) Kamakura period, 13th
century

Tokyo National Museum
(Original) The Museum of the Imperial
Collections, Sannomaru Shozokan

2 Important cultural property
Kanchuki, a diary of a court
noble in Kyoto

By Hirohashi Kanenaka

Kamakura period, 13th century
National Museum of Japanese History,
Chiba

3 Prefectural cultural property
Mongol Officer's Seal

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

4
Helmet

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

5
Tetsuhau (spherical clay
ordnance)

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

6
Round Stone Shot

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

7
Lacquered Crossbow

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

8
Lacquered Bow

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

9

Quiver Metal Fittings

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

10
Bundle of Arrows

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

11

Lacquered Scabbard

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

12

Copper Coin with Chinese
Characters Chong Ning Zhong
Bao

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

13
Copper Coin with Chinese
Characters Fu Lu Shou Chang

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

14
Copper Coin with Chinese
Characters Tai Ping Tong Bao

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

15
Storage Jar with Brown Glaze

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

16
Celadon Bowl

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

17
Korean Celadon Jar

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki
Kamakura period, 13th century

Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

18
Wooden Statue

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

19
Spoon

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

20
Lacquered Cup

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

21
Lacquered Bowl

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

22
Comb

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki

23
White Jade Lion Figurine

From Takashima Underwater site,
Nagasaki

Kamakura period, 13th century
Matsuura City Board of Education,
Nagasaki
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Foreword 3‘

In recent years, increasingly large number of underwater archaeological sites have been discovered
around the world. These sites include locations that were originally on dry land but now submerged, as well
as locations where a vessel sank. The most well-known underwater site in Japan is off Takashima Island in
Nagasaki prefecture, where the remains of ships from the 13th-century Mongol invasion have been discovered.
In many cases, artifacts uncovered from underwater archaeological sites are well preserved, almost as a “time
capsule” that captures a particular historic moment essentially untouched. The cargo of these sunken ships
serves as a valuable document of the nature of maritime trade at the time of sinking.

In 2013, the Agency for Cultural Affairs formed an advisory committee on the research and protection
of underwater sites and has since carried out various studies on the subject of underwater archaeology. The
Kyushu National Museum has been entrusted by the Agency to conduct research projects on the protection
and utilization of underwater sites, including the study of how various foreign countries are managing
underwater sites and the study of how to improve survey techniques for discovering new sites underwater.

The current feature exhibition, entitled “History Revealed from the Deep: The Frontiers of Underwater
Archaeology”, looks back on the development of underwater archaeology in Japan through an examination of
submerged sites and their artifacts, from the Palaeolithic to the Meiji period. The exhibition also presents the
initiatives undertaken by this museum and the potential avenues for future research. We hope that these small
treasures — awakened from their slumber at the bottom of the sea — will reveal insights into the history.

We are deeply grateful to the various individuals and institutions who have kindly lent their precious
collections and offered their generous support on the occasion of this exhibition.
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