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Ocean Occupancy in International Law and Underwater
Cultural Heritage: The Theory of Albericus Gentilis and the
""One Belt One Road" Initiative

Yaning Bai

With the introduction of the concept of the "One Belt One Road" Initiative and the
judgment of the South China Sea Arbitration, the international community is increasingly
concerned about the underwater cultural heritage in the South China Sea and its
Surrounding waters. Due to China's interests, namely maritime possession, some
European, American and Japanese scholars have criticized China for conducting
strategic surveys of underwater cultural heritage sites in the waters around the South
China Sea.

However, a nation's policy is closely related to its history and culture. Therefore, it
is impossible to ignore China's ancient ideas concerning the oceans when analyzing
China's ocean policies. During the period of the Great Voyage of Europe at the start of
the 15" century, in which the recognition of marine possession grew, the peaceful
voyage by zheng He differed from that of the colonial policy of Europe and had a
profound impact on the concept of the "One Belt One Road" Initiative even after six
centuries.

This paper tries to show that China's "One Belt One Road" Initiative is the
continuation of the nation’s peaceful maritime ideas, which stretch back to ancient
times, and that China is actively protecting its underwater cultural heritage regarding
the sustainable use of the oceans. rather than an attempt at maritime possession. In the
context of the theory of international law before Hugo Grotius, especially in the context
of the theory of Albericus Gentilis, it is explained that state policy sometimes would be

used historical retrospection when it is being drafted.



